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NUMERACY POLICY 

 

Purpose 
 
‘We believe that every child can become a numerate adult – with skilful teaching in school 
and encouragement at home’ (Ofsted 2012) 
 
Numeracy is not just about Mathematics.  Improving the Numeracy skills of students helps 
to develop a life skill, and allows students to become proficient in the everyday techniques 
that they will need to use in the real world.  The skills allow students to have confidence in 
being able to solve problems in a variety of contexts involving numbers and measures, and 
is something which will improve their skills across the curriculum.  All teachers are teachers 
of Numeracy – by developing the Numeracy skills of all students, one can expect to see an 
increase in the progress that students make across all curriculum areas. 
 
 

Aims 
 

 To adopt a whole-school approach to Numeracy across the curriculum in order to raise 
standards. 

 To recognise that Numeracy exists in all curriculum areas across the school. 

 To identify common areas of teaching across curriculum areas, and ensure there is a 
consistent approach to Numeracy methods. 

 To raise the awareness of staff about common Numeracy strategies. 

 To encourage students to link together different curriculum areas, and to enable 
students to use the same numerical methods in a number of different curriculum areas. 

 
 

Staff 
 

 Encourage all staff to be aware of and understand common Numeracy strategies that 
students should use. 

 Adopt a consistent approach to Numeracy strategies. 

 To encourage problem solving techniques where possible. 
 
 

Core Principles 
 
We clearly appreciate that students have varying levels of ability in Mathematics.  
Therefore, by the end of Year 9 we expect all students to be able to do the following: 
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 To judge the size of a number, and understand where it fits into the number system. 

 To calculate accurately using mental strategies and a pencil and paper. 

 To be able to judge when to use ICT resources or a calculator to perform mathematical 
operations. 

 To be able to use simple formulae and substitute numbers in, for example simple 
cooking times. 

 To be able to measure and estimate measurements, for example from different dials 
and scales. 

 Understand and use measures of time and speed, for example miles per hour. 

 Interpret graphs, diagrams and charts. 

 Judge the reasonableness of an answer, and check whether they are accurate. 


